
Henri Rousseau – Tiger in a Tropical Storm (Surprised!), 1891.  
 

 
‘Read’ the painting with your child first. Reading a painting is all about looking at what is 
happening in the artwork. What story is this picture telling? Questions to consider: 
 
 - What can you see?  
This might firstly include the main objects such as the trees and the tiger. Then you could 
pick out the different types of plants, leaves and shapes that can be seen. How many 
different types of green do the children think they can see in this painting? 
- What is the weather like in this painting?  
What clues tell us this. The white/silvery lines running across the canvas describe the lashing 
rain. How has the artist painted the leaves and grass to show how windy it is? Can you spot 
the lightening in the painting and how it is lighting up the dark and moody sky? 
- What do you think the tiger in this painting is doing?  
How can we guess this from the way his body is painted? Is he about to eat his prey? What 
do tigers eat in the wild? How do we think the tiger feels?  
- How would you feel if you were in this painting? 
Encourage the children to explore their emotions and senses and ask them why! Some 
children might feel scared to be in a storm and with a ferocious looking tiger! Others might 
be excited by being in a new and exciting place that they haven’t travelled to before. They 
could discuss what they think they would see around them, is there anything we can’t see in 
the painting that you think you could see by being there? What do you think you could smell 
or hear? Would it be cold/warm/wet? You could discuss further how a tropical climate can 
feel and how quickly conditions in this type of climate can change.  
 



There is a great video to follow up the discussion of this painting here:  
https://youtu.be/JQYrBWnJW4s 
Task 1 – Observational drawing  
Henri Rousseau never actually travelled to the rainforest or jungle, he didn’t even leave 
France. He would visit the local botanical gardens to look at all the different plants. Doing 
this helped him gather ideas for his painting. Have you got any different plants in your 
house? Explore this or look at some different tropical plants online and spend at least 10 
minutes on each plant looking carefully at the details, colours and shapes. You could even 
create your own sketchbook by folding paper and keeping your ideas in there!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/JQYrBWnJW4s


Task 2 – Rainforest animal fact file or non-chronological report 
Research animals that live in a rainforest habitat and create a fact file or non-chronological 
report for these animals. What facts can you discover about this animal? Where do they 
live? What do they eat? Draw a picture of this animal to accompany the facts you find. You 
can use this resource to help you include all the features of a non-chronological report.  
 

Suggested headings could be: 
Introduction, main facts, habitat, diet, appearance, behaviour.  

 



Task 3 – Observational drawing  
Children can use the selected animal from the fact file or a different rainforest animal to 
form the centre of their imaginary rainforest artwork. First lightly draw the main shapes, 
then start to add smaller shapes and lines. Finally add smaller details. The children can then 
use the earlier studies of the plants to add into their drawing. They may want to research 
other plants or trees to add in or create their own imaginary plants.  
 
Task 4 – Tonal scale  

 
Tonal scale is a way to explore the different light and dark tones of a colour. Draw 5 boxes 
and using a green pencil, challenge the children to create a tonal scale from dark to light. 
The pressure they use will affect how light or dark the tone of the colour is. If they have a 
variety of yellow, blue and green pencils (this works even better with paint) they could on a 
separate sheet, challenge themselves to see how many different greens they can create by 
blending the colours. 
 

 
 

 

 

 



Task 5 – Adding colour! 
The children can use what they have learnt from the tonal scale and blending activities to 
add colour to their jungles. They may want to also use these techniques on the animals and 
plants, these are rarely one colour! Using the side of the pencil lead, applying slight pressure 
in a sweeping motion and colouring in one direction will produce a smooth and even layer 
of colour.  
 
Other activities 
Children could create a fact file on Henri Rosseau.  
Children could explore what other works he has created and create studies of these or use 
them as inspiration for their own artworks.  


