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LIBER-ALITY

HOW ROME RECEIVED ITS MOST PRIZED BLESSING

Falernus was a poor man, but rich in friends. His door

was never shut to those who needed a word of advice,

a shoulder to cry on, the loan of a fishing rod, a bite to
eat. Above all, Falernus was a hospitable man, so that
when Liber, god of the countryside, passed by one hot
and dusty day, he received a kingly welcome from
Falernus without even giving his name.

“Fish, sir, from the river! Cheese from my own
cow! Here's bread, sir, such as I have, and olives from
my tree. Rest yourself, do: noon is no time for anyone
to be travelling. I'll fetch you a cup of water from
the spring.”

“Water?” said Liber, wincing with disgust. “l am
accustomed to drinking wine.”

Falernus’s face fell. “You shame me, then, sir. For
I have none to give you — not a drop. | would run t©
my neighbours, but I'd only share my shame with them-
There’s been no wine drunk in these parts for %

a year.” |

“At banQﬁets in the city I see it said the god

moodily.




“Ah yes, sir. Anything can be had for money, I suppose, and there’
< : / S5 ere’s
plenty of money in Rome. But when a thing has to be bmught B b
s Y ship over
the ocean or by horse and cart along a hundred miles of road, it ]
) o e =~ = SANES COStSs more
to buy than our kind can alford. g
Liber saw that there were tears in the creases of the sunburned cheek
v . . ! ned cheeks
because Falernus had failed in his hospitality. “I had not meant to sland
. . < - 4 z 2 ; O Slander
your fine springwater friend!” he saic L R GO
Jo ] | lg : ; | hurriedly. *I was simply going to
ask if you minded me drinking the wine I carry with me ... perhaps you
would do me the honour of drinking with me?” And he fetched a j '[.
" & (e ) *d a ]UE rom
the saddle of his donkey redite e al s
. y and pourul two cups of wine from it. What a
remarkable jug it must be — or wh:
jug it must be — or what a remarkable donkey — that it had

not slopped and spilled on the journey.

'y

Fale . o
rnus drank delightedly. He had never tasted anything so delicious

as the iC o) - M 5 y .
rich red wine from Liber’s jug. Oddly enough, howeve
In fact he drank all afternoon

r much he

drank, his cup never seemed to be empty.
and never once did he drain the dregs.

By that time, naturally, he was extremely ...
Sung every song they knéw,recited every poem, exchanged all jokes they
understood and several they did not. The sides of Falernus’s shabby hut

sleepy. He and Liber had



‘dnsa00p sif uo soups uor I ©
wepd 01 uaaray Jo o avj os PAURR 2am prnone
S[PITOUIL] DY fyac YUl Wy jo afiy o3 10} 1ou PO ay
Ade[1a S1y pAIUEIS 2AEY PNoa Spod Ay YL U00q so1easd

O SEM 2I01]) 20480 0} PEY snuojey n_u:::p: puy
SAOUISsag v Yans aagasop o
CT 4209 9M PIP ATHAN [IYSIlLIoAo sn _U.meu_.._ .;E._ ...A_z‘vm AN

=
{STUID[R] ‘s Passalq aavy spod Ay, sapuom snosmider iy
= =) 35 s s 4

Surdsed pue sodead Suruadit jo saydung Fig o Bty
*sauta aty umop pue dn Funaros smoquBiou sy punaj
PUE IPISING PRIINI0) STUIAE] {995 PIN0O 5340 104Spao]q s1y se
..:u.— st _—:* _ucvw _u—rdm— .f.-—.d._r.d JOAO “Sa0a —u':.ul_.v.l. ul —.».1 we _—Uupd.h“,l

saurA a1 pIp AYA\ JSIULA JO [[N] UIPALE U1 SEA AYAN
.a»:—::,r’ s —:Av'—._ .aa.__.f .,=_— jou :::— .W:_.~.-
INY AN PAMIPIIL-10 KNeA]-PUIM ‘2R ST} LOGUIDWIA

PInoa 21 “3841 03 SWO7) aurpypund ay jouIng ‘wnpaopilis]

ay ut ::._7_;_; a3 noge ol Yy Jo 14eIs Ay} Ut
PINO2 9] “[10 JAT[O JO PR][aLUS UNITYD Hp Ev.: 10U Ny
Uopae] oy _5.:._:_.. Jui ART] JDUIDLLDL PINO3 O “AUEu 5, A0ISTA
Y1 30U NG MO B S ABL (LS PINea dp 102G .,.E.
a1 o Ciowaw ,.2...* A1oa ® pry oy PYOA STLIDT] Uy AN
._.w:_:u.ru Yyl o $SAUTOOD ANJE) a1 ut e iy 1o JIDAL pue
‘ureSe p|ppes sty 01 Uo anl sy payooy “dn 103 49q1] ..,./.;.:_ !
.:.: ul v_...:_u sty ._:,: L;;_zn :v,_ pue ;_._: N O] 10 A MOLS

A s 10 1E
J.Z} ..L ~..::. :.:L jo .n.u.:..:_ ;ﬁ*u u:w QUM .x.: :..____:.f T ._. __

S . 3 AUL YOI T
UdYM IATO 3;:.:&:_7, © pue suay1yo DALl PaJIl SulAO {1 _
21 ._::L_.:__.S © JO Speam 2 DI unds

Funensuowap asnf ses

ALITV-¥3411




