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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to school for the Autumn Term. We hope you all had a restful and enjoyable summer break. It has been wonderful to welcome our pupils back to school looking refreshed, happy and ready to learn.
We would also like to extend a warm welcome to the newest members of our staff team:
· Mrs Imber, Assistant Headteacher and SENCO
· Mrs Hutchinson-Khupe, Business Manager
· Mrs Greatrex, Finance Manager
We are delighted to have them join our school community and know they will be a valuable addition to the team.
Over the summer, work has taken place to improve our school site. A new tarmac surface has been installed at the front entrance to the school, and electronic gates have now been fitted at the Bohemia Chase entrance, operating on the same system as the main gate.
We would like to apologise that the Bohemia Chase gate was not operational on the first day back. Unfortunately, this was due to an unexpected technical fault. We are pleased that the issue has now been resolved and hope that the new gate system will provide added convenience and security for families when entering and exiting the school grounds.
Over the summer holidays, we also introduced a new electronic sign-in and sign-out system for visitors and pupils. This system will further enhance our safeguarding procedures and improve the accuracy and efficiency of our records. All visitors will be required to use the system when entering and leaving the school site. It will also be used for pupils who arrive late to school, leave during the school day for appointments, or return following an appointment. We hope that this new system will provide a smooth, secure and efficient process for families and visitors.
We would also like to extend our sincere thanks to the Friends of Fairways for their continued support and commitment to our school. Through their fundraising efforts, they have raised the funds needed to purchase the remaining interactive whiteboards for our Reception and Year 1 classrooms. These new resources will enhance teaching and learning opportunities, support pupil engagement and provide our youngest learners with access to high-quality interactive experiences in the classroom. We are incredibly grateful for the generosity of our families and the Friends of Fairways team, whose efforts make a real difference to our children's education.
A key focus for the school this year will be attendance. Regular and punctual attendance is essential if children are to make the most of their learning opportunities. Please ensure that your child arrives at school on time each day. Arriving late can be disruptive and unsettling for children, meaning they are not always fully prepared to begin their learning. Throughout the year, we will closely monitor attendance and work alongside families to offer support where attendance becomes a concern.
We also recognise that some children may experience social and emotional barriers to learning which can affect their wellbeing, confidence and readiness to learn. If you have any concerns about your child's social or emotional wellbeing, please speak to your child's class teacher in the first instance. Together, we can discuss any concerns and consider whether additional support may be helpful. Alternatively, you can contact the school office by email and the information will be passed on to the class teacher. Where appropriate, further pastoral support can be provided to ensure that every child feels happy, safe and successful at school.
Alongside attendance and wellbeing, we will continue to focus on ensuring that every pupil achieves their very best. This year, there will be a particular emphasis on consolidating and applying key mathematical skills, enabling pupils to use their knowledge confidently and effectively across different areas of mathematics. We will also continue to prioritise early reading, phonics and writing, recognising the vital role these skills play in children's future success.
Across all subjects, we will be developing pupils' understanding and use of key vocabulary, ensuring they are able to discuss, explain and articulate their learning with confidence. By strengthening children's language and communication skills, we aim to deepen their understanding of the curriculum and support their achievement across all areas of learning.
We are excited about the year ahead and look forward to working in partnership with our families to ensure every child has a successful, happy and rewarding school experience.
Thank you for your continued support.
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